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What exactly is Basal Cell Carcinoma? 

Basal Cell Carcinoma (BCC) is the most commonly diagnosed form of skin cancer and is an abnormal, 
uncontrolled growth or lesion that forms in the skin’s basal cells, which are found in the deepest layer of 
the outermost layer of the skin. They often appear on the skin as open sores, red patches, pink growths, 
shiny or pearly bumps or scars. BCC almost never spreads beyond the original tumor site. Except for rare 
cases, it is not life-threatening. It can, however, cause permanent disfigurement if left untreated.   

It is caused by a combination of cumulative, intense or even occasional sun exposure or ultraviolet light 
exposure. In 2010, an estimated 2.8 million cases of BCC were diagnosed in the US, and the figures have 
continued to climb. In fact, BCC is the most frequently occurring form of all cancers. More than one out 
of every three new cancers is a skin cancer, and the vast majority are BCCs, according to the Skin Cancer 
Foundation. 

Indoor tanning is a major factor in BCC. More than 419,000 cases of skin cancer in the US each year are 
linked to indoor tanning, including about 245,000 basal cell carcinomas.  Indoor tanners have a 69 % 
increased risk of early-onset basal cell carcinoma. One indoor UV tanning session increases users’ risk of 
developing basal cell carcinoma by 29 %. The risk of basal cell carcinoma is increased by 73% if one tans 
six times per year in high school or college. Moral of the story: do not tan. Protecting your skin from the 
sun is essential to ensuring your skin stays youthful and healthy.  

If you or someone you know has or is concerned about BCC, give our office a call today. Dr. Moore is a 
skin cancer specialist and you will find the most innovative and advanced treatment options available 
right here at DermacenterMD. Call our office today at 574-522-0265 to schedule your appointment.  
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